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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THere is ready for the Preſs, and in a 
ſhort Time will be publiſhed, a 
E 8 E RM ON preached - ** 
tlaven, Tune 1ſt. 1735. immediately a ter the 
| . of the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 


by the Reverend Mr. Ralph Erskine, from 
Tock 5 ords, Iſa, xl. 31. They ſhall mount 


with Ting # as . 
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our Diſeaſes and all our various Caſes to Chri 


An excellent Du t is, coming to Chriſt. 
3 — ! N An 


An Exerciſe on Saturday Evening at Kin: 
glaſfie, July 19th. 1735, before the Sa- 
crameni of : the Lord's. Supper, | e 


Luke ix. 42. And as be was yet a coming, the De- 
vil threw him down aud tare him. 5 


ER E is the Hiſtory of Chriſt bis 
healing a lunatick Child, whoſe 
Father came to the Diſciples, and 

they could not cure him ; and now 

he cometh to Chriſt, As we ought to come to 

Chriſt ourſelves for healing, ſo we ought to 

bring our Children to him; and when Servants 

and other Means can do us no- goed, we ought 
to go to the Maſter, and look over the Head of 
all Miniſters and Servants. After: Chriſt hal 


"Xreproached the Diſciples for their Unbelief, be 


cerning his Son, Bring thy Son hither, Verſa © 


gives the poor Man an encouraging Word con- 


proce yung: Bring him to me. We ought to 
ring our Sons, our Daughters to Chriſt, to ww 


But after thisEncouragement, follows a Trial in 
the Text. As he mas yet coming, the Devil 
threw bim down and tare bim. Here 18, 2. 
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. An eminent Trial and heavy Diſpenſation 
{ that befel the Comer ; the Devil threw him 
down and tare him. z. The Time and Junc- 
ture when this heavy Trial and great Afflicti- 
on befel him, namely, Ar he wa yer à coming, 
the Devil threw him down and tare ham. 
HFence obſerve, 1. The beſt Courſe that any can 
take for Relief from whatever ails them, is to 
come to Jeſus Chriſt the Saviour. 2. They that 


come to Chriſt for Help will be an Eye-ſore to 
Hell and the Devil ; he will be ſure to fly upon 
them. 3. They that come to Chriſt for Help 
and healing, tho' they may be ſure he will help 
and ſave them, yet they may find their Caſe 
worſe before the Relief come; they may be 


thrown down, and torn as it were to Pieces by | 
the Way. Or thus, Chriſt may undertake to de- 
Aiver People, and yet their Diſtreſs may grow + 
upon their Hand before their Deliverance come. 
Here is Chriſt undertaking, Pring him hither | 
Zo me. Here is the Perſon coming with Hope 
of Deliverance, he it on his Way coming to Je- 
us; and yet behold here is a dreadful, Dash, a 


mighty Trial to Faith and Hope, both in the 


Father and the Son : Tea, atter he was come 
£0 the Phyſician, and the healing Word ſpoken,” - 


as you ſee, Mark ix. 25, 26. where this ſame _ 


Hiſtory is recorded with other Circumſtances, 
T he Spirit cried, and rent him ſore before he 
wame out of him, and ſo he was as one dead, zu- 


Jomuch that many ſaid he ir dead. Why ; 


then, 


People that come to Chriſt, and whom he 


undertakes to heal and help, may ha ve 1 
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Diſtreſs growing on their Hand before their DE- 


liverance come, which yet will certainly come. 


It is in this Caſe as it was with {/rael in E. 


gypt, God ſaw their Affliction, and undertook 


to come and ſave them, and yet behold. before 
their Salvation comes, their Bondage becomes - 
heavier than before. The darkeſt Time of the 
Night may be before Day break. Thus it was 


with Iſrael in returning from Babylon to re- 


build the Temple in the Days of Ezra and Ne- 
hemiah. The King gives Commandment to 


| go and build, God ſtirs up the civil Authority 


to giveEncouragement to them; but quickly the 


| Haters of Zion, miſrepreſenting the Work, pro- 


cure an Order to cauſe them defiſt from it. 


This Doctrine then is verified both with relati- 


on to God's publick Work towards a Church, 
and his particular Work on the Souls of his Peo- 
ple, as you ſee it was with the Ruler of the 


Synagogue, Mark v. 23. that applied to Chriſt 


> | In behalf of his Daughter at the Point of Death, 


that he might come and heal her. Chriſt went 
with him; but ſce what ſad News he gets from 
his . Houſe, Trouble nor the Maſter, for your 
Daughter zs dead.; and now they look'd upon 
the Matter as hopeleſs, though yet Chriſt was 
on his Way to fave her. Method, I. U'11 ſpeak 
a little of coming to Chriſt, II. Enquire in 
what Reſpects may Matters grow worle with 


People, even when they are thus coming to 


Chriſt, III. Enquire into the Reaſens whence 
It is that People who come to Chriſt for Help, 
and whom he undertakes to hei p, may find 2 
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WS. grow. before their Deliverance come? 
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IV. Make ſome Application. 
Firſt, To ſpeak a little of coming to Chriſt. 
ere arc only two Things I notice here. 1ſt, 
Com ing to Chriſt for Help imports, 1/7, a View 
that vain is the Help of Man, vain is the Help 
of Creatures, vain is the Help of Minifters, 


Means and Ordinances of themſelves. Thus 
it was here with the Father of the Child, 7 


 beforght the Diſciples, but they could not help. 


So they that come to Chriſt find all orher Re- 


| Jager Jail chem, Pſal. cxlii. 4. other Phyſici-_ © 


ans were of no Value : None come to Chriſt 
till they can do no better, yet he is content with 
ſach Comers that ſee there is no other Shift 
for them. : 

.. 2dly, This coming to Chriſt imports à put- 
ting the Work in his Hand, after, I beſeech 
hee look upon my Son: He prays, and he |, 
brings him toChriſt at theLord'sCall. They that 


truely come to Chriſt for Help, they put the 


Work in his Hand, and give him Employment 
in his ſaving Offices, looking on him as able 
and willing, and ready to ſave; the Diſeaſe is 


{ Half cured when it is laid at Chriſt's Feet. 
|] Happy they that come thus to him, and truſt * 
* Him with their Souls, and truſt him with their 
"Caſes ; ſee P/al. xxxvii. 5. Commit thy Way 


ainto the Lord, truſt alſo in him, and he will 
bring it to paſs. l 

The ſecond Head propoſed, was to enquire in 
what Reſpects may Matters grow worſe with 
People, even when they are thus coming to 


Chriſt. Here two Things are recorded, The 
| Devil 
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Betz! threw him down, and he tare him. 
They that come to Chriſt, before they get the 
; Deliverance that is inlured to them, they may 
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meet with down caſting Providences; they max 
” be caſt down with Diſcouragement and De- 
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ſpondency for a while, caſt down with Fears 


and Doubts, caſt down with jealous Appre- 


heaſions, and unbelieving Thoughts, Believ- 
ing Souls after their coming, to Chriſt, much 
more as they are coming at firſt, may be great- 
ly caſt down, Pſal. xlii. 6. O my God, my Sort 
#s. caſt down within me, They may be caſt 
down with a Multitude of perplexing Thoughts, 


deſpairing Thoughts, and manifold Objections 


and Scruples, their Mind raiſes, or rather Un- 


4 belief frames within them. 


 2dly, They may not only be thrown down, 


; | but torn by the Way : The Devil threw him 


down and are him. Whenever a Man begins 


to come to Chriſt, and the Devil fears he 


ſhall loſe his Poſſeſſion, then he rages againſt 


that Man, and would tear him to Pieces 


Therefore think not ſtrange that Beginners in 


Religion, and ſuch as are coming, or but lately 


come to Chrift, or even theſo who have come 
formerly, and are com again. to him, m 

be mightily aſſaulted and attacked by all the 
Powers of Hell 80 long as People remain at 
a Diſtance from Chriſt, the Devil does nat 


| meddle with them, He keeps the Houſe, and the 
Goods ave at Peace: But in coming to Chri 


thoy may lay their Account to be torn by Tor- 
meats, torn by Terrors, and blaſphemous Sug- 
geltions : They may lay their Account with 


4 | fiery Darts: When we expect the Lord is about 


The Third Head propoſed, was to enquire ; 


into the Reaſons whence it is. that People, who 
come to Chriſt for Help, and whom he under- 


takes to help, may find their Diſtreſs grow be- 
fore their Deliverance come: Whatever malici- 


ous Hand the Deyil hath in this Matter, God 4 


hath a holy Hand in permitting it. ft, It is 
to ſhew his Wiſdom and Power. 1. His Wiſ- | 
dum, how he can advance his Work by the 
Stops in the Way of it, and enrich his People by 
impoveriſhing them, enlarge them by impriſon- 
ing them, and give them Meat out of the ©. 
Eater, and Sweer out of the Strong. 2. His 
Power, and how he can ſupport them under, 
and deliver them from their Diſtreſs, which 
would not appear ſo much, if their Diſtreſs 


came notto a Height, He ſuffers them to be 


de jected and tern, that his Wiſdom and Power 
may appear the more evidently in lifting them 


up and healing them. 


2aly, It is to check the Unbelief that attends 
our Faith in coming to Chriſt. Sometimes 
when we commit our Caſe to him by Faith, we 
do notexerciſe this Faith to a patient waiting for 
the Lord. Chriſt's firſt Word to his People is, 


Come to me, Math. xi. his laſt Word is, Abide a 


in me, John xv. It is well done to come, but 
alas! we do not abide; and therefore to check 
our Unbelief in coming, as as it were, but a 
Step, and going back the next Step, he ſhews 


{| the Need of going forward, by letting loaſe the 


Enemy 


to remove one Burden, he may lay on another, v 
that he may have the more Mercy on us. * 
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ut Enemy, and ſuffering Matters to grow worſa 
er, with us. 
zaly, 


F 


"Tis to faiſe the Worth and Eſteem of his 


Nercies in the Hearts of theſe that come to 

him. We uſually do not know the Worth of 

2 Mercy, till we be deprived of it, nor the 

Worth of Deliverance, till the Piſtreſs be ex- 
tremely great: Help is then highly efteem'd, 
when we can ſay, I was brought low, and he 

1 | helped me, | | 


4thly, It is to try our Faith, whether or not 


it be ſuch as will not only come to Chriſt, but 
1 alſo ſtay with himetill he work the Deli- 
7 verance, and if we can keep oar Bye upon 
the Deliverer, - when the Deliverance is delay- _ 
ed, our Eye upon the Promiſe, whencroſs Pro- 
vidences appear; and can hope againſt Hope. 
He defigns the Trial of Faith fer the -prq- 
1 ſent, arid a more glorious Iſſue thereafter. 


The Fourth Head e was to make 
ſome Application. Is it fo, that People that 
come to Chrif, and whom he undertakes to heal 
and help, may have their Diſtreſs grow ing on 
theirHand before theirDeliverance come,which 


L Jer will certainly come? 1/4 Heneo foo whine | 
a a cruel Enemy the Devil is to immortal Souls 
and their eternal Salvation. For whenever a 
Soul begins to mind Religivn in Earneſt, and 
to come to Chriſt for Help and Deliverance, fl 
then that Soul becomes the Object of the De. 
vil's Spite and Malice. As long as people re- 
main graceleſs and chriſtleſs, and formal, the 
Devil will let them enjoy themſelves, and 


hugs them aſleep in their Security; hut when. 
ever they begin to come 0 they he wil) / 


* 


— 9 
attempt to caſt them down and tear them, and 
Airs up all his wicked Inſtrumentz, either td 
diſcourage and redicule them, or to tear their 1 
| Name and Reputation to Pieces, and to perfe, | : 
0 
( 
1 
! 
| 


rute them with Tongue or Hand, and to raiſe 
4 Hue and a Cry againſt them, as if they were 
turn'd diſtracted, and out of their Wits. A2 
they are coming the Devil throws them down 
c | 
2 ty; Hence ſe the Reafon of all the me- 
 Jancholy Moods, heavy Damps and great Diſ- 
| conrapements of many Beginnere, that are ſet- 
ting on in the Lord's Way; tho' Miſdom v 
Mayr be Wayr of Pleaſtfhirneſs, yet Satan, who 
18 4 Liar from the Beginning, would make the 
World believe that it is a bitter and unpleaſant 
Way, and that the Beginning of Religion is 
but the Beginning of Sorrow. : 
> '3ly, Hence fee the Difference between the 
Conviction of the Spirit and the Temptation 
bf Satan, an the Difference between the Di- 
ſtreſs of Soul that ariſes from a Law · work before 
Converfion, and that which ariſes from the Afſ- 
- fault of the Enemy of our Salvation ; whene- 
Jer Conviftion begins, and the Soul comes to 
Be tronbled for Sin, and under Fear of Hell 
and Wrath; Satan indeed filhes in the drumly 
Water, and mixes his Temptations with the 
Spirit's Convictions, and if he can bring all 
| Conviftionto nothing, either by Force or Fraud, 
he will do it, that the convinced Soul may never 
come ito Chriſt for Cure; Satan will ſtand at 
his Right Hand to reſiſt him, But the Diffe- 
rence between them is, ET 
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2. The Conwictions of the Spirit are before * 
a Man come to Chrift, and tend as a ſevere 
School maſter to lead him to Chrift, Gal. ij; 


Hope by the Law, but the Devil would ſhut 
the Door of Hope by the Goſpel. 


24. But the Temptations of the Devil are 
cfpecially when. a Man is coming to Chrift, in 


order to keep him from coming. If the Spi- 
rit of God by a Law - work ſeem, as it were, to 


caſt down the Man, and tear him to. Pieces, 

the Deſigw is to drive him to Chriſt for Help 
and Healing, and fo provoke him to come to 

t he Saviour, and fly tothe City of Refuge. But 
the Defign of the Devil's Temptations, when 1 
he throws down and tears the Soul, is when ha | 


is coming, or as he is coming to Chriſt, in or- 


der to detain him from coming, or diſcourage 
him in coming, | ß,, 

2. The Convictions of the Spirit are humbling. 
tending to make theSoul deſpair of Help in him 
ſelf,or in God out of Chriſt. The Temptations of 
the Enemy are terrifying, tending to make the 
Soul deſpair of Help in Chriſt, or in God 
through him: The former ſhuts the Door of 


5 


Atly. Hence ſee there is no Ground to blame 
Religion and, religious Duties, notwithſtanding 
Diſcouragements and downeaiting Trials in ue 
Way of Duty; tho' Matters grow worſe with - 
you in the Way of Duty, and in the Way of Þ 
coming to Chriſt, blame not your ſelf for com- 
ing to Chriſt, becauſe the Devil attacks you by 
the Way. You have enough to charge your 
ſelf with; tho' you charge not your ſelt foolifh- . F 
ly. It would be far worſe with you if the De- 
vil and your own wicked Heart prevail to take 
S | 2 vou 
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3 honourable Thoughts of the Lord Jeſus, 
he can do for you, and wait till you find that he 


77 


you off from the Uſe of promifing Means. Whenz 
like Peter, you caſt your ſelf upon the Water 
to come to Chriſt, be not frighted, tho' the De. + 


vil raiſe a Storm, the Lord Jeſus ſits upcb rhe. 


Floods, and is mightter than the Noiſe of ma- 
ny Waters, Pl. xciii. 4. Never think the worſe , - 
of Chriſt, thg' Matters ſeem to grow worſe 
with you, when you come to him for Reſt, and 
yet find Trouble, for it is the Devil and the ill 
Heart that breeds gl the Trouble: "ey up 
elieve 


will do. Fetch Wind from all croſs Provi- 
dences to haſten you nearer to your reſting Place; 


for all that canie to him ſhall find Reſt in ſpite 


of the Devil. Some begun Reſt here in Time, 


however diſturbed by the Devil from Time to 


Time, and by Unbelief, untill Reſt be perfect - 
ed in Heaven. » | ; | 
Again, Hence ſee the Mark of a true Belie- 
ver and Comer to Chriſt ; if the Devil be no E- 
nemy to your Faith, you may know it i“ a falſe 


Faith. Many have a Faith that he Devil is 


pleaſed well enough with, and therefore he ney- | 
er faſhes them nor it; but if, yau have ſaving - 
Faitb, it will be the Eye-ſore of Hell, or if 


Fau be truly coming to Chriſt, you may expect 


the Devil will be upon your Top. No ſooner 


| doth true Faith begin, but the Fight of Faith 
begins. Some may bleſs themſelves they were 


never aſſaulted by the Devil, and yet they are 
but ſleeping in his Craddle ; he is rocking. 
them. Try your Faith, if it be from Heaven it 
will meet with Oppoſition from Hell. Ve 


IJ wreſtle not again(i Fleſh and Blood, but againſt 


n 
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Prineipalites and Powers, Ye," Ep h. vi. 1 22 ] 
Therefere we are called, as Part of the Chriſtian } 


Armour, to take ihe Shield of Faith, whereby 
ave ſhall be able to quench all the fiery Darts 


of the wicked, Verſe 16. The Devil may let 


you peaceably go about Duty, read, and pray, 
and communicate, becauſe you may do theſs 
Things carnally and formaily, and go to Hell 


when all is done: But if once you begin to come | 


to Chriſt, or to go about any Duty believingly, 
then you are on the Way to Heaven, and if ths | 
Devil can, he will draw you back, and thraw | 
you down with Diſcquragements, and tear yo 
with Temptations, either as you are com- 
ing, or after you are come. But it is ay the 
beſt Faith that is moſt oppoſed by the Devil. 


Again, A Word, I ſt. To you that never yet came 
to Chriſt for Help and Salvation. O ſtay not 


away from him for Fear of the Devil, leaſt 
he throw you down and tear you. Better be 
thrown down by the Way in coming to Chriſt, 
than thrown down to Hell, with the Devil at 

laſt by tand of God, who will throw yon 

and the Devil down to Hell if you do not come 
to Chriſt. Better that the Devil tear you to 
Pieces when there is a Jeſus at Hand to deliver 
you from him, than that God himſelf tear you 
to Pieces when there ſhall be none to deliver. 
Pſ.1. 22. Conſider this ye that forget God, &c. 
Come, - otherwiſe you remain Slaves to the 


Devil and your Luſts. . O be ſenſible of your 
Slavery and Malady; know none can fave you 


but our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; he is a mighty 
Saviour, and a merciful one. No Name ig giv: 
| | . 


* 


un inde? Heaven whereby a Senner can be ſay- 
ed but the Name of Feſus. Put the Work in his 
Hand, put your Soul in his Hand. Hring him | 
&ere vo me, ſays Chriſt, to the Man here. O 
come and bring your Children with you, hear 
him ſaying, Bring your Son to me, bring your - | 
Daughter to me, bring your Soul and your Caſe 
to me; O bring your Diſeaſe to me, bring your 
hard Heart to me, and I'll ſoften it; bring your 
filthy Heart to me, and [I'll cleanſe it; bring 
your Heart poſſeſt of the Devil to me, and I'll + 
| cat ont the Devil; bring your ſeven Devils to 
me, and 1'11 caſt them oug, =” 5 
=  2dly, To you that are coming in anſwer to 
nis Call, O be not diſmayed; tho? the Devil 
throw you down and. tear you as you are coming. 
| Here ts a Jeſus ready to lift up whom the De- 
di throws down, ready to heal whom the De- 
vil tears, ready to help all that are hurt by the 
old Serpent. It is his Trade to deſtroy the 
Works of the Devil. You may be always ſure 
that it 1s an Evil Spirit that is dealing with 
you, that would mar and hinde in your 
coming to Chriſt, for the Voice of the Spirit of 
| God is, Come, the Spirit and the Bride ſay, 
Come. The Spirit of God, as a Spirit of Bon- 
| dage, may caſt down the Soul before it come 
to Chriſt, and in order to its coming; but it 
is not the Spirit of God that caſts down the 
coming Believer; no, Ve have not received the 
| 'Spzrit of Bondage again nntoFear, Rom. viii. 
15. After coming toChriſt and believing in him, 
it is only the Devil that caſts down and tears 
4 you. Fear not the Lion of Hell, here is the 
Lion of the Tribe of Judah to defend you; 


it 


. 


N q | <4 3 ; 9 7 
it is Unbelief, and 13 from Chriſt, thar 
may bring you to the greateſt danger, there-, 
fore fear not, only believe. 2 

Note, This Application was enlarged in ſome 
other Inferences upon the Sabbath day, but 
the Notes of that Sermon were not written ; 


_ | follows what was delivered upon the Monday. 


* 


SERMON II. 


| Preacbed on Monday, July 21. 1735. 


Luk E ix. 42. And as he was yet a coming. 
the Devil threw him down and tare him. 
5 a * | 


— 2] bd 


His Doctrine may be applied at the Time in 


| an Exhortation or Advice, particularly to 
theſe that are tempted and torn of the Devi 
- when they eſſay to come to the Lord Jeſus 

_ | Chriſt, in order to your being fortified through 
Grace againſt his Aſſaults and fiery Darts 
a There are only fix Serts of Temptation at pre- 
r ſent I would endeavour to fortify you againſt. 
8 1. With Reference to Heart-Blaſphemy. 2. 
: With Reference to Heart Wandering. 3. With 
4 Reference to the Commiſſion of Sin. 4. With 
- Reference to the Omiſſion of duty. 5. With 
's | Reference to unworthy Apprehenfions of God. 
5 46. With Reference to Self Murder. There 
4 are Temptations with Reference to all the ſe 
5 that you need to be fortified againſt; while you 
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* o 
ate coming to Chriſt, Satan may attempt to 
throw you down, and tear you in all theſe, and 
many other Reſpects; but I ſhall touch a little 
at each of theſe, 1 
Firſt, There ate Temptations of Satin with _ 


Reference to Blaſphemy, whereby be would 


throw down, and tear in Pieces, as it were, the 
Souls of theſe. tharwould come to the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt. They may be tempted to dreadful 
blaſphemous Thoughts, which are not to be 
na med, they are ſo deteſtable and abominablk, 


They are fearful Injections upon the Mind, and 


very terrifying to the weak Believer that is 
coming to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. In order to 
your being fortified againſt.theſe, I would offer 
you the following Advices  * 14 

1. Be not terrified with them, ſince they 


harm you more by their Horror, than by their 


Guilt. It is true the Guilt of them is ſo great, 
that it is unpardonable to him to whom it he- 
gs. Theſe are Satan's Sins, and not thine, 
and he ſhall anſwer for them, and not thou. Tho“ 
he lay theſe Brats at thy door, he is the Father 
of them. Such Thoughts are like Lightnings 
caſt into a Room, they have a great deal o 
Horror; but as the Lightning ſprings not from 


any Cauſe in the Room, ſo theſe Thoughts pro- 


ceed not from any Thing in thee 3 not, proper- 


Jy from thy Corruptions, for unregenerate Men 
. themſelves abhor them; and tho' the Seed of 


all Sin be in our Nature, yet ſcgrce, ifever, doth 
this Sin ſpring up even in Reprobates: Nay the 
Devil himſelf doth not think of God that which 


_ theſe Thoughts ſignify. Since thou doſt not actual- 
Iy nor did originally in Adam, give Conſont td 


—_ 


th ſe 


rr 


theſe Thoughts, they are not thy Sins. Sup“ 
poſe ſome Villain ſhould meet a chaſt Virgig 


) 


in a Field and raviſh her, if ſhe ſtruggles and 


cries, ſhe is innocent by the Law of God: This 


is her Affliction, not her Sin. She may mourn 
for her Suffering, not her Guilt; eſpecially 
ſhe doing nothing to provoke him. It may be 


the Villain finds her at Prayer, as the Devil 


doth find thee, when he caſts in theſe Thoughts. 
Therefore be of good Comfort, thou art more 
afraid than hurt: For a careleſs wandering 
Thought in Prayer, hath more Guilt in it than 
theſe have. When Chriſt was in the Wilderneſs, 
the Devil appeared to him in a viſible Shape, 
he knew it to be Satan, yet he was not in the 


leaſt terrified. We ſhould endeavour to imi- 


tate him. If one attempt ſuddenly to ſtrike our 
Eye, tho' we know he doth not intend to ſtrike it, 
yet it cannot but wink ; ſo we can ſcarce 


| Chooſe but be terrified with theſe Thoughts; 
but we muſt reſiſt and conquer ſuch' Fears. I 


ſay not we ſhould not abhor ſuch Thoughts, 
for then we would be worſe than Heathens, but 
we ſhould not be terrified out of our Faith, or 
Duties, or Comforts thereby. 3 

2. Do not give over your Duties for theſe 
blaſphemous Thoughts and Injections, for 
tho' theſe Thoughts are not thy Sin, yet 
they may be the Cauſe of thy. finning, if they 


cauſe thee to abſtain from Prayer, &c. You may 


be think it better not to pray than to have 
theſe Thoughts; but thy Prayers may do thee 
more Good than theſe can do thee Harm, and 
how wilt thou conquer if thou caſt away thy 
Weapons? Neither * your Duty, ſor 


\ ; 
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F thug you do the Devil too much Homage; his, 
Temptations ſhould make you pray the more 


| | Theſe Blaſphemics are 
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got the ſeldomer, or ſhorter. | 
3. Think not over theſe Thoughts again, 
even when thon goeſt to God to complain of 


Satan and his dreadful Aſſaults; for if thou 


yield not to the Tempter, thefe Blaſphemies 
are not the Matter of Confeſſion, but rather of 


Complaint; as a Woman that is raviſh'd doth. 


not confeſs, but lament her Affliction. Neither 
ſpeak them over, when you goto a Miniſter or 


_ Chriſtian Friend for Advice or Comfort; but 


only mention in the general, that horrid Thoughts 
and Blaſphemies trouble you ; they will under- 
ſtand what you mean, but perhaps they had 
al good Satan ſhould inje& ſuch Thoughts, as 
to hear you name them. | | 
4. Pray much againſt theſe Blaſphemies, 
and thus ſtudy to be Gainers by them, and 
to be avenged upon Satan, which you may, if 
you: do as they did, Act, xix, when they heard 
that ſome would ſpeak againſt their Goddeſs 


| Diana, they cryed out for the Space of two 


Hours, Great 2s Diana of the e ſs” 
that whoſoever ſhould go about to ſpeak againſt” 
Diaua could not be heard. Do thou likewiſe, 
when Satan caſts in blaſphemous Thoughts, 
break thou forth into bleſſing and praiſing of God, 
and if thou canſt not do ſo, try to read or ſing ſome . 


FO 
6 o%S ; 


Pſatm. full of Praiſes, a8 Eſal. ciii. CY" Cxv1. 
cxlv. Sc. and if thou art private enough, read 
or ſing them with a loud Voice, and when Satan 


[| ſhall ſee that thouart the Gainer by his Temp». 


tations, he will be 2 1 "of tempting thee. 


atan's Railings and 
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| you are to 
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Revilings yg» the God of Heaven; therefore 
o with them as Hezekzah did with 

Rabſhakeh's Railing Letter, Ja. xxxvi. 21. he 

went and ſpread the Blaſphemy before the 
Lord. He did not ſo much as read over the 
Letter, but ſpread it before (hg Lord. So, 


without naming over that Bſa phemy, you 


ſhould pray againſt it, that God would ſuppreſs 
1 5 Smoak that aſcends out of the Bottomleſs 
Tou may lawfully diſpute and argue with Sa- 


tan againſt ſome of bis Blaſphemies; as when 


* N 
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Archangel diſputed with the Deve! _ 


J _ + 267 8 Ha 
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Jule thee, but, Get 


he tempts you to queſtion the Being of God, 
and the Truth of Divine Revelation, as the 


the Body of Moſes 5; ſo when you are tempted, 
for Example, to doubt if the Scripture be 


the Word of God, you may confider the 27 75 
* 


Arguments that prove it, and ask Satan, 


doſt thou fly before it? If the Ark were not 
the Ark of God, why doth Dagon fall before 
it? If it were not the Word of God, why dot 
Satan tempt me not to believe it? But ds 
not depend upon thy Arguing, Satan is too 
Ntong for thy Reaſoning, betake thyſelf to the 
Lord Jeſus by Prayer. Tho' Satan may ſtand 
out againſt thy Arguments, he will not be able 
to ſtand againſt the Prayer of Faith. The 
Archangel. ſaid, The Lord rebuke thee. Tho? 
he will not fly at thy Rebuke, yet he will, and 
muſt, at the Rebuke of God. And by the Way 


[ſee the Excellency of Chriſt above the Arch- 


angel, Chriſt rebukes Satan by his own Power 
and Authority, for he ſaid not, The Lord re. 
the behand me Satan. «+ | 
Secondly, | 
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Secondly, There are Temptations of Satan 


with Reference to Heart-Wanderings in Duty. 
Satan knows, that if he can get theſe Flies 


to come and reſt in this precious Ointment, 
they will putrifie it. He knous if the Thoughts 
wander, God regards not what the Tongue ſays ; 
and if he can ſpoil your Prayers, he fears not 
anyOrdinance what Good it can do thee. If po: 


| Thoughts be earthly, he cares not how hea- 


— e 


venly your Words are. Herein Satan gets 


Aſſiſtance from the evil Heart Matrh. xv. 19. 


Out of the Heart proceed evil T houghts. They 
ariſe out of the Heart as Sparks out of a Fur- 


-nace, they ſtay not in the Heart but are active, 


and aſcend up to the Head, and they come 
out of the Heart, not as Sparks out of a Flint, by 
Concuſſion and Violence, forc'd out ; but they 
Proceed out of it, ſays Chriſt ; they come out of 
themſelves, and they proceed always in a con- 
tinued Act. | 

Satan's Temptations to Heart-wandering in 
Duty are alſo furthered by a Multitude of Bu- 
fineſs, and that two Ways. | 

1ſt, if we come from a Multitude of RBuſi- 
neſs, for our Hearts are like the troubled Sea, 


it muſthave ſome conſiderable Time before it 
be compos'd, tho* the Winds that rais'd the 
Storm ceaſe 5 fo when we come from Buſineſs, 


there muſt be Tome Time after our Buſineſs is 
ended before our Hearts can be ſedate and 
uiet, and fit for Prayer; nay, in this our 
ode are worſe than the Sea, becauſe | 
2aly, Future Buſineſs will diſtract us be- 
fore it come. The Sea is not tumultuous be- 


fore the Wind blow, but the Buſineſs we bave | 


= Y 
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| to do will trouble us before it comes to be! 


A done. It is a hard Thing to keep Buſineſs out 
8 of our Thoughts when we I. and make it 
I Nay till our Prayer is ended. 3 
s | Now to fortify againſt theſe, I offer the fol- 
3 lowing four Advices ſhortly. 1. O ſtudy to 
t mortify the Love of the World: Where our 
r Love is, there will our Thoughts be. To ſet 
- | your Love on the World, and your Thoughts 
8 on God you'll find altogether impoſſible, He 
®  zhat loveth the World, the Love of the Father | 
y zs not in him. O ſeek to mortify this. | 
= | 2. Lay up your Treaſure in Heaven, For 
2 where your Treaſure 2s, there will your Heart 
© Je alſo, Matth vi. 21. The Heart of the Fews | 
7 went after their Covetouſneſs, Ezekzel xxxii. 51. 
y when they were hearing the Word they could 
df not keep their Thoughts where their Bodies 
a were, but they would be where their Love was, 
| and where their Treaſure was. | | 
n 3. Let not the World be your familiar 
1- | Friend, for familiar Friends come in without 
knocking or asking Leave; therefore be thou a 
ſi- Stranger in this Preſent World, Heb. xi. 13. 
a, They were not Strangers in this or that Part of 
it the Earth, but in the whole Earth: Be a } 
T3 Stranger to the World, and the World will not 
s, vifit you in Prayer. . | | | 
1s 4. Make Prayer your Delight, not your Task. 
1d Children are ſubject to look off their Books, 
ur becauſe they delight not in them; but when 


they are playing, they are eager and earneſt. } 
e- The Bird flutters in the Cage, but fits quietly | 
e- on the Tree, and ſings there. I will go to 
ve | God, ſays David, to God my exceeding Joy. | 


2 


4 
* A. 
0 ; © 1 
> \ 4 
* , - 8 7 
* 
d 2 l K 
: * . 8 ” 4 - Wy, \ 5 > 
k — * 1 0 " g ** 4 * 0 * , 1 N __ — 


— — — 


— 


Fal. Klit. When our Thonghts Ml Satisfar- 
tion, they ſet up their Neſt and wander not. 
Thirdly, There are Temptations of Satan 
with Reference to Omiſſion of Duty; as for 
Example, He repreſents to them the Difficul. 
ty that there is therein. O I cannot pray nor 
bear aright, I cannot meditate nor mortify 
eright, therefore I may let it alone. Now, in 
order to fortify againſt this Temptation, con- 
der, | Ws 
1, That this is neceſſary; you muſt be exer- 
cid unto Godlaneſs, exercis'd in keeping a 
W Conſcience void of Offence towards God and 
Mas, and be fted/aſt and immoneable, always 
| eboundng in the Lord, bnowing that your 
| Labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord, 1 Cor. 
| 


xv. Jaſt. As for the Wicked, who are other- 
- wiſe diſpos'd, having no Heart nor Will to the 
Lord's Service at all, what can they expect at 
bis Hand, but this, Take rheſe mine Enemies, 
| that world not that I ſbould reign over them, 
| bring them hither, and flay them before me? 
Tea, be will come in flaming Fire to take 
Vengeance on them that know not God, and 
obey or the Goſpel; it is therefore abſolutely 
| | BECENATrY. 
2. Confider, That 3t is poſſible to ſerve 
the Lord acceptably by his own Grace. Tho! 
{Duty be difficult to Nature, yet if you get the 
{Spirit of God to help you, you'll do well e- 
nough, and God hath promiſed his Help, 1/a. 
xl. Cloſe, He giveth Poqver to the Paint, and 
to them that have mo Might he encreaſeth _ 
{Srrength, &c They that wait on the Lora 
Pall rene vu their Strength. Hence all tbe 
E OO, 2M - OA 7 
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Lord's way, ind found that the way of the Lord 
was Strength to them, yea, that Wiſdom's Ways 
are Pleaſanineſs: Their Delight was in the 
| Law of the Lord: in keeping of his Commands 
there 7s a great Reward. One Smile of God's 


' Countenance is worth all your Pains, tho' you 


wereata hundred Times more, There is always 
ſome Sweets in Religion that acce mpany the 


3 ſedulous Exerciſe thereof. Tho' the Soul hath 


nothing to claim on the Account of its ownWorks 
or Duties, yet the Lord is graciouſly pleas'd to 


own and countenance his own way, when the 


Soul is found in it, befide the glorivus and 
gracious Reward that abides it in Heaven. 
Therefore let Faith batter down this Temp- 


tation of Satan, ſaying, What though Satan 
preſent Difficulties.-in the Way, Chriſt under- 


went greater Difficulties: He hath born the 


Burden and the Heat of the Day: I'm not cal- 
led to go and ſatisfy Juſtice, Chriſt hath dong 
that to my Hand; I am not called to go and 


fulfill the Law as a Covenant of Works, Chriſt 


hath done that to my Hand; I am not called 
to work for Life, but to work for Love to him 
that worketh all my Works in me, and for me, 
and who as he calleth me to this Work ot Love, 
ſo promiſeth to work in me both to will and to 
do; and therefore in his Name and Strength 


will go forward, azaking mention of his Righ- 


| zeotrſueſs, and his only; and in his Name Vil - | 
| grapple. with the Devil himſelf, for Chriſt hath 


conquered him to my Hands. 
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| 6 _ Fourthly, There are Temptations of Satan. 
with Reference to the Commiſſion of Sin: He - 
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Saints of Old, and of Late too, have try'd the Þ 


| | | ; 2 * N 6 | 
will ſuggeſt to them that it is but a little Sin, 
and God will not be angry for a little Sin, 
ſuch as a Lie in Droll, an idle Word, Ec. 
Can ſuch a little Sin endanger the Soul ? Now, 
to guard you againſt this Temptation, con- 
ider, | Es RC 
1. That the firſt Sin which brought all Man - 
Kind into a miſerable State was in Appear- 
ance but a ſmall and little Sin: It was but eating 
a little forbidden Fruit, the taſting of an Apple; 
yer, had it not been for Chriſt's Satisfaction, it 
would have deſtroyed irrecoverably all the Po- 
ſterity of Adam. There was a Man, Sirs, that 
gathered a few Sticks upom the Sabbath day; 
you would have thought that was but a little 
Sin, yet God's Thoughts are not your Thoughts, 
for God thought that. Sin worthy of Death, 
Num. xv. 32, and 35. Verſes. Uz2ah's put- 
ting his Hand to the Ark, and touching ir 
when it tottered, ſeem'd to be but a ſmall Sin, 
and yet you know he was ſmitten inſtantly with 
| Death for it, 2 Sam. vi. 7. It is dangerous to 
give evenalittle wrong Touch to a tottering Ark. 
2. Confider the Nature of every Sin; though 
ſome are comparatively ſmall, and others great - 
er, that is, by reaſon of ſeveral Aggravations more 
heinous in the Sight of God than others ; yet in 
themſelves none are ſmall. The leaſt Sin is 
againſt an inſinite God, and infinite Authority, 
and cannot be expiated withoyt infinite Satiſ- 
faction ; and it is not Nettle Promiſes, or little 
Threatnipgs that your little Sins do flight; yea, 
there is no littlelngratitude towards God in little 
Sins: There is great Unkindneſs to God in | 
little Sins. To diſpleaſe God your beſt a + þ# 
| 1 
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for a little Sin; O ungrateful Thing! Ir hir 
Jour Kindneſs t your Friend? The Wages of 
every Sin ig Death eternal. It is not little Mi- 
ſery that e Sin doth expoſe you to. Will you 
make light of the Wrath of the infinite God 2 
Then do net make light of little Sins“ In a 
Word, remember that Boldneſs in little Sins 
will be an Encouragement to greater. Sin is of 
an incroaching and bewitching Nature: A 
Jittle Thief may open the Way to a greater. 
The Devil tempts People to go from one 

' gree to another; he tempts them to the Re- 
verſe of the Bleed Man, mentioned Þſ. i. 1. 
He tempts them to 2walk in the Council of the | 
Ungoaly; having taken a Walk with them, he 
tempts them next to ſtand in the Way of Sin- | 
ners, Which 4s more; and then having flood a 
while with them, he tempts them laſt of | 
all to ſit in rheSeat of the Scornful, even to the | 
Height of wickedneſs. The Devil firſt makes | 
you fit down with the *Draunkard, then to 
drink with him, and at laſt to be drunk. Thus | 
he leads People from unclean Thoughts to un- 
clean Looks, Words and Actions: Therefore 
let Faith reſiſt this Temptation, and ſet you 
upon your watch againſt that which you call 

a little Sin, No Man that ever ſaw Sin truly 
can call any Sin little or ſmall, nor can it ever 
be, till there be a little Law to break, a little 
God to offend, a little Guilt to contra ct, a 
little Wrath to incur ; all which are impoſſible 
to 45 Blaſphemy to wiſh, and Wass to ex- 


"Mos Pe zy, There are Temptations of Satan with 
Reference to unworthy Apprebenſions of God. 
Satan way ſuggeſt very ftrange Thoughts off 
God, very baſs was God, moſt unſuit-| 


* 
bd * 
2 * - A 
g Y P 8 1 


4 
— 


ie Apprehenhons of him, ſuch as are not to 


F . be ſpoken of; and the Prince of this World. 
Hath much in us who are ſo ignorant of God 


And to fortify you againſt theſe Aﬀaults, there 
are theſe two Directions I N anent the 
Way how we are to conceive of God. . 
1. We are to conceive of him as inconceiv- 
able: For the Thoughts we are to have of him 
ure overwhelming Thoughts. As long as we 
are merely active, and are able to maſter our 
| Thoughts of God, they are utterly unworthy 
of him. Whatſoever we know, comprehenſive- 
ly I mean, except we ſee it to be infinitely 
beyond us, that is not God, nor to be adored. 
1 have. read a Dialogue between a Chriſtian 
and a Gentile: The Gentile feeing the» Chriſ- 
tian very fervent in Prayer, and ſeeing no Image 
before him, asked him whom. he worſhipped; 
he anſwered, L know not. Why then do you 
worſhip him? I therefore worſhip him, ſays 
he, becauſe I cannot know him. It ſeems ſtrange, 
ſaid the Gentile, to ſee one ſo ſeriouſly worſhip 
that he knoweth not. More ſtrange it is for one, 
| *faid the Chriftian, to worſhip that we can com- 
ptehend. If we are not loſt in our Thoughts 
of God, our Thoughts of God are loſt. When 
we throw a Stone into a Pond, it makes Circles 
larger and larger, and quickly they come to 
the Shore,: But if one ſhould throw a Milſtone 
into the, midſt of the calm Ocean, though it 
would make larger and larger Circles, yet it 
would not reach the Shore, becauſe the Strength 
would be ſpent long before it come the Length: 
8 when we tHfink on the Creature, we eaſily 
| enlarge our Thoughts ſo as to ſee an End of 
$1 *acir Perfection, and to be more than compre- 
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to further theſe miſhapen Thoughts of God. 
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"" henfive of their Excellency ; but when we think 
of God, we can never know h im to Perfection. 
Pſ. cxix. 96. Here our Knowledge mult end 
in Admiration, and our Love in Extaſy. Nay, 
we muſt conceive of God as above all Words, 
above all Knowledge, and abgve all Admirati- 
on, above all Love, and above all Extaſy. But 
let us go to Scripture, God knows beſt how to 
ſpeak of himſelf, and we may ſafely acquieſce . 
in Scripture Expreſſions, Neh. ix. 5, Thy Name 
- 2s exalted above all trazſe, above the Praaſe. 
of Men and Angels ; this is a very high Ex- 
preſſion, but doth this reach him? Nay, if it 
did, God ſhould not be exalted above all Praiſe, 
* fince this would reach him. 


2. We are toconceive of God in Chriſt : Chriſt 


muſt be eyed in our Addreſſes and Acts of 
| Worſhip. All the former Confiderations. ſet us 


but at a greater Diſtance from God, and make 
us afraid of God, and fly from him, if we go no 
further; and indeed humane Reaſon can go 
no further. The utmoſt it can do, is but to 
think of Mercy without a Promiſe, which is a 
very arbitrary Thing; and we ſee: that God 
hath not ſhown Mercy to the fallen Angels; for 
never was any, Devil converted, therefore we 


are to honour the Son as we honour the Father; 
And to. honour him, 


muſt neceſſarily have Thoughts of Chriſt. We | 


1/t- As a King. God hath exalted Chrift A 


the Name of the Lord Feſus, Jo. v. 23. He or- 


ders that all Men ſhould honour the Son eves | 
as they honour the Father. | ſhall relate a | 
Hiſtory to this Purpoſe ; it is this, Theodoſins | 
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far above all Heavens, and hath commanded * | 
ts to do all in has Name, Col. iii. 19. And | 
whatſoever you do in Word or Deed, do all iu 


&F giving Liberty for the Ariant to preach, Am- 
Philochiur took this Courſe for prevailing with 
the Emperor to recal that Edict. Theodo bur 
having made Arcadzus Co Emperor and (ar 
with him, ſeveral Biſhops came to ſalute the 
Emperor, to congratulate . rcadzus, and to ſig- 
nify their Conſent to Theodoſius his Act, and 
| *by their Reſpect and Honour done to Arcadi · 
1, to ſhew that they took him for the Succeſ- 
ſor of T heodofius in the Empire; among others 
eame this 4mphzlochins Biſhop. of Tconzum, 
who, after he had done Obeiſance very ſubmiſ- |, 
 fively to Theodoſins, was going away without 
ſhewing any Reſpect to Aroadius, tho' he ſat | + 
by Theodoſius in all his Royal Robes ; Theo- 
goſins therefore called to Amphzlochins, ſaying, 
Know you not that I have made Arcadins my 
Son Emperor with me ; upon which Amphz- 
lochius went to Arcadius, and ſtriking him on 
the Head, ſaid, He was a very hopeful Boy. 
Theodoſiu being very angry at this Indighity 
done his Son, commanded him to Priſon. Am- 
Philochius, after he had gone a little Way, 
turned back, ſaying, O Theodofius, you are 
angry that I give not your Son the ſame Honour 
I give you, ſince you have mage him equal in 
Majeſty to your ſelf; and think you God will 
e well pleaſed that you ſifſer the Arians to 
abuſe Chriſt, whom he hath ſet at his Right 
| Hand in Glory, and will have all Men Ho- 
l' our tbe Son as they honour the Father. U- 
| Pon which the Edict was reverſed. I may 
Kr Can you think that God will accept your 
orfhip to him; be it never ſo great if you 
take no Notice of Chriſt, be ſure God will reje& 
vou and your Services, But then again, 
IS 1 „ | 4 2aly, 


n Glory of his Kingly Office, ſo alſo of bis Priel 


made: God abhors our Prayers, Alms, and all 


are no better than the reeking Steems.of a Dung 


Provocation. This makes Popiſh Auſterities 


ally, God will have him get the Honou a 
do of his Prophetical Office 5 for it is hy bil 


% 
\ 


ly. Thus, ſuppole' ſome' great Monarch, bia 
Son canfenting# ſhould lay upon his Son the 


Puniſhment due to ſome rebellious Subjects, | 


interiding his Son's Honour as well as their Par- 


don; the King ſends forth a Proclamation to 


thera to let them know that his Son had ſatisfied 


Juſtice, and procured a Pardon: But many of 
them not truſting to this, would net come in, 


but would ſend the King Gifts and Preſents to 
gain his Favour ; the Emperor ſcorns their | 
Gifts upon that Account; eſpecially they thus | 


robbing his Son of the- Honour of making their | 
Peace, and thereby alſo plainly ſhewing, that 


they thought their Crime was not ſo great, but 
a ſmall Matter would majfe it up, ſuch as their 
Gifts. Surely, if Gifts would have done the 
Buſineſs, his Son had greater Gifts than theirs ; 
ſo that he needed not have died or ſuffered. 
The Reddition of this Simile may be eafily] 


our Services, if we bring them as ſatisfactory to 
his Juſtice, and ſprinkle our puddly Waters, 
our Tears, upon the Mercy ſeat, and fill the ho- 
ly Place with the ſtinking Savour, the ſtinking 

apours of our Prayers, which are unperfum 
with the Incenſe of Chriſt's Righteouſne ſo, or that 


hill; I ſay to go to the Holy Place with rhelſeg 
inſtead of the Incenſe of Chriſt's Merit and In: 
terceſſion, is not to make an Attonement, bur a 


to be Acts of Pride, inſtead of being Acts af 
Mortification. 15 1 | 
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r well as perform. By his Merit we 
| haye Acceptance, and by his Spirit Aſſiſtance. 
H a Child ſhould write ſome excellent Tract in 
the Mathematic ks in Greet, we would infal- 
libly conclude ſome did leara him, or diate * 
to him; ſo when you pray in the Spirit, and 
ſpiritually, for ſuch or ſuch ſpiritual Bleſſings; 
who do you think diQtates to you? This is not 
your Mother Tongue ; Joubtlefs it is the Spirit 

of Chriſt that helps your Infirmities. In Word, 
Chriſt by his active and paſſive Obedience, 
whereby he hath ſatisfied Juſtice, Cc. hath a 
wonderful Intereſt with God, more than all the 
Angels of Heaven, infomuch that God delights © * 
to pardon the greateſt of Sinners for Chriſt's 
Sake: Therefore in rayer conceive of God as 

a great, ao infinitely great God, and as a God 
in Chriſt. Look on God through Chrift, keep- 
ing the humbling Senſe of your own Dif- 

| tance ard Provocation ; look upon God as thro 
LOhrift the moſt compaſſionate fondeſt Father 
in the World; if he give thee not every Thing 
thou thus askeſt, it proceeds not from his Unwil- 

Iingneſs to give, but thine Unfitneſs to receive. 

- Sixthly, There are Temptations with Refe- 
(rence to Self murder: Satan many Times tempts 
People, particularly - theſe that are coming to 
WChrift, he throws them down and tears them, 
urging them to tear themſelves to Pieces, to 
make away the ſelves, and cut off the Threed 
of their own Life. This is a Subject t ſeldom 
or never took Occafion to ſpeak in this Manner. 
upon, but now I think it the more neceſſary | 
that we are living in a Time, wherein we are 
[compefled about with awful Inſtances of Pro» ' | 
ſeflors being left under the Power, and _ 
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lowed up with the Violence of this Temptati- 
on; yea ſuch Inſtances thereof, as have perhaps |} 
made the Hearts of many bere preſent to 
tremble. And fince what hath been, may be, 
and not knowing but in ſuch a great Company 
as is here, ſome one or other may be under 
ſuch Temprations, I would offer theſe following 
Advices ſhortly to fortify you againſt theſe 
Aſſaults. | +> 46 
1. Conſider that Self. murder is a Sin againſt 
the Fery Light of Nature, and the very Letter 
of the Law of God, Thou ſhalt not kill ; and 
you may be ſure that no Thought of this Sort 
. that enters into your Heart, can be from God, 
for it hath the very Image of the Devil upon 
it ; he was. a Murgerer from the Beginning. 
2. Yield not to the Tempter.; for tho' this 
is a Temptation incident to God's People, in- 
ſomuch that perhaps there are few of them that 
have not been thus tempted, as our Lord Jeſus. | 
himſelf was, to whom the Devil ſaid, Caſt rhyſelf 1 
down from the Pinacle of the Temple; yet we | 
read of no Saint in Scripture that yielded to 
the Tempter. We are therein told of none but 
wicked Wretches that deſtroyed themſelves, 
ſuch as Saul, Achitophel, and Judas; and ſure 
you would not defire to be like them. 

3. Conſider the contrary Practice of the Saints |} 
 InScripture, both in their beſt and worſt Time. 
Old S$zmeon got an Armful of Chrit, and did 

he now attempt to cut off his own Life, that be 
might win away to Heaven ? No, he wiſhes:to | 
be away, but he puts himſelf in God's Will, 
.| Now letteſt thou thy Servant depart in Feace. 
Paul is wrapt up to the third Heayen, and 
his Defire of Death muſt have been very great; 
Jet he is content to fiay till he was di/olved. | 
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F Again, on the otber Hand, if Pains of Body, 

and Terrors of Mind, might contribute to 
ſſtrengthen ſuck a Temptation, Fob did not 
want his Share of both ; yer inſtead of putting 
a Period to his own Days, tho' indeed he cur- © | 
| Ted the Day of his Birth, and wiſhed for the 

Day of his Death, yet he fays, All the Days 
c my apboin ted Time, will 1 wart till my 
(bange come. 5 „ 

4. Conſider that by ſuch horrid - Suggeſtions 
as theſe, you are tempted to aſſume to yourſelf 
a Prerogative that belongs to God only, Deut. 
xxxli. 39. It is he that lives for ever and ever 
that ſays, { kill, and I make aline, I wonnd 
and I heal. Your Life is not your own to diſ- 

ſe of, and as you cannot lengthen your Life, 
| oY you may not ſhorren it. Therefore 

3. When you are thus tempted, keep not the 
Devil's Counſels, nor be thou his Secretary; 
| to ſome faithful Miniſter, or experien- 

ced Chriftian, and tell them how you are temp- 
ted; for this Temptation is partly conquer'd, 
when it is revealed. | . | 

6. Theſe who think they ſhall be damned 
and go to Hell when they die, it is the greateſt 


Madneſs in the World for them to haſten their | 
Death. That the Fear of Hell ſhould make them f 
leap intoHell, is fo contrary toall common Senſe, |. - 


| that it is a wonder that, any one ſhould ſo much 
teaſe to be a Man, not to ſay a Chriſtian, as todo | ? 
2 Thing ſo contrary to Nature, let be to Grace. 
Letme ask you, Can you endure to be among | | 

0 


| Blafphemers? Can you endure to blaſphems 

| God yourſelf for a Year together, or an. Hour, 01 
| and to fpend itall in curfing and Blaſpheming 40 
If thy Soul abhor this, why will you leap in 18 
| #6 Hell; a Place of exverlaſting Blaſphemy , 


-— "yea" or one, We 4 been long Time 
tempted to make away herſelf, at laſt reſolved 


but as ſhe was going to deſtroy herſelf, it was 
brought to her Mind, that in Hell ſhe ſhould 
blaſpheme God for ever, which ſhe abhorring | 

to do, upon that very Account forbore. If you |} 


to do it, for the Thoughts of the Torments 
of Hell were not prevalent enough to deter hers - 


were to be only in a State of Horror and Tor- 


ment, it were ſad enough; but for thee to put 


thyſelf into a State of Blaſphemy, how canſt 
thou endure to think of it? 95 "+; 
J. Take heedof fighting againſt Satan with 
Human Reaſon, for this Leviathan laughs at | 
the ſhaking of this Sfear, his Scales are too 
cloſs to be pierced by it: But take the Sword 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God, which 
divides between the Joints and the Marrow 3 
ſay to Satan, It zs wwretren thou ſbalt not hilt. 

8. Pray, pray much; for the Sword of 
the Spirit muſt be wielded by the skilful 
Arm of the Spirit. If thou goeſt out in 
Confidence of thy being able to manage Scrip- 
ture by thy own Strength and Skill, it will 
fare with thee, as it did theſe, Act, xix. 


I5. 16. They thought to caſt out Devils by © 
the Name of Feſus, but the Deuil rant and woun- 


ded them, and made them to fly, ſaying Paul, 
I know, and Feſus I know, bus who are ye? 
The great Argument that the Devil uſes to 


perſwade thee to Self. murder, is by perſwad- 
ing thee that thou art a Reprobate; but thou 

mayeſt confider that Satan cannot know that 
thou art a Reprobate : VVas Satan, think you, 
on God's Council when be made his cternal 
PDecrees ? Satan, who is not ſo much as one of 
God's hic'd Servants, but a Slave and a Male- 
factor kept in Chains, he is ſo far from being 
eds Council, that be is got lo. much ans 


one of his Farily. Tf thor Tayelt thy Conſe. 


once tells thee that thou art a Reprobate, know 


"that no Man living can tell who are Repro- 


| bates, ner can any Man know himſelf to be a 
KReprobate, except he hath committed the Sin 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt, which no Man hath | 


committed, that is ſorry to think he hath com. 
mitted it; for it is impoſſible that ſuch a Man 


mould ze renewed either by or to Repentance, * | * 


"Heb. vi. 6. | 
- Ye that walk in Darkneſs and ſee no Light, 
that are haunted with theſe Temptations, con. 
ider what a God we haye to do with; we ſerve 
uch a great Lord, that all the Monarchs of 
the world are Beggars to him; and ſuch à gra- 
ious Father is our God, that the tendereſt 
Parents in the world, and your deareſt Friends, 
are 'Tyrants, yea Wolves and Tygers compared 
to him. And if we ſhould provoke them, as 


| We provoke him, and they could as eaſily cruſh 


us as God can, we would quickly find that their 
tendereſt Mercies are Cruelty; whereas the 
Teveral Providences of God will be to thee, 
not like the Gall of Aſþs, bitter and deadly, 


but like God's Rubarb and Aloes, by which 


* "thine Iniquity ſhall be purged, and all the 
Fruit Mit ſhall be to take away thy Sin; and 
zho jor the preſent the affiifting Hand of God 


pon thee, is not joyous but grievous, yet ifthou 
art exerci d thereby, it will brang forth iu thee | 
the quiet Fruit of Reghteouſneſs. Tay aſide 


therefore your Fears of Hell, 'and hard Thoughts 
of God, 44 


But now to add no more Particulars, let me | 
| Exhort you, and all tbat hear me, to come to 


pur Lord JeſusChriſt whatever Oppoſition from 


 "Mell ſtands in your way; and tho' the Devil 
3 mould throw you down and tear yo 


, 2h ra { | 
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u as you are | 
-UD. Anc heal 


- YOu, On nns Vorl ur Tora” Feruey 
Will you tell me, Sinner, what ails you at Chriſt“ 
What ails you at his Perſon ? Is be not the 

Brightneſs of the Father's Glory, and the Chief 
among Ten thouſand ? Is he not the Roſe of ; 

- Paradiſe, the Heart of Heaven? What ails you - 

dt his Offices, is he not a Prophet that can 

[teach you, a Prieſt that can attone for you, a 

[King that can conquer for you? What ails you 
act his Relations, Is he not a Shepherd to feed 

vou, a Phyſician to heal you, a Father to pity 
you, 2 Husband to cheriſh you? What ails yuo at 
his doing tofulfil the Law tor you, or his dying 
to ſatisfy Juſtice for you? VVhat ails you at 
his Yoke, Is not his Yoke eaſy and his Burden 
light, his ways Pleaſantneſs and his Paths Peace? 
What ails you at his Grace and Glory? VVhat 
ails you at him Sirs? O! is he not worth your 
while, tho' you ſhould run through Hell to come 
to him? Js there not a Heart in all this Company 
that would tain beat him? Alas! would you - 
rather go to the Devil than come to Chrift. 
That a comely Jeſus cannot get two or three 
Hearts in all this Company, O Pity, Pity ! and 
a thouſand Pities that the Beauty of the God- 
head cannot get a Lover! Will you all be ſo 
mad as to run by Chriſt to ther Lovers: while 
he begs your Love, as if he were upon his 
Knees, and ſends us to pray you in his ſtead to 
be reconciled with him, and come to him ? 
And therefore, Sirs, in his bleſſed Name I pray 
you, go not by him. I beg\it as the beſt Fa- 

_ your you can do to my Maſter and me, that 

| you come to him; I beſeech you by the Mer- , 

cies of God and by the Bowels of Chriſt, that you 

come to him. He will welcome the worſt of you 

that will come to him, and if you but mint to il 

ſtreteh out the ' withered Hand, or put out the 
i ithered Ticart twarc Aim 26 will helv waa 
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1 fe Is content to come. % you on Thy 
, and will vou not come to bim. Ho | 
” Nands at the Door of your Heart,and waits that 
you'll but allow him to come in, and let him 
have Acceſs. Have you a hard Heart, he would | 
be in to ſoften it? Are you pleaſed? Have you 
a filthy Heart, he would be in to waſh it?? Are 
| you content? Have you a wicked Heart, he would: 
up in to renew it; are you ſatisfied? If you 
will not come to him, will you let him come to 
ou, that he may make you willing? Conſider 
what is a coming. O is not a Day of Calamity 
coming, and why will you not come to Chriſt ? 
Is not a Day of Death com ing, and why will you 
not come to him? Is net a Day of Judgment 
coming, and why will yau not come to him? 
Or w y come you to any Thing. elſe? Why 
come youto Ordinances, if you will not come to 
Chriſt, for he is the Life of Ordinances ? Why. 
come you to Sermons, if you come not to Chriſt 
who is the Subſtance of all Sermons? VVhy 
come you to a Communion Tabie, if you will + 
not come to Chriſt, for he is the Heart of the 
Communion ? "VVhy do you hope for Heaven, 
if you "will not come to Chriſt, for he is the All 
of Heaven, the Heaven of Heavens? A thouſand 
Heavens are lighter than a Feathet when laid 
in the Balance with him. Had I the Tongus 
of a n could 5 commend h im e- 


